
US Children’s Service System
Lessons for the UK



Agenda

§ A bit about me 

§ There is no US children’s and families services system

§ A few high level themes about what is driving things 
here in the US

§ Discussion about applicability (or not) in the UK



US “System”

§ About 1000 Different Geographies –

§ Large in size

§ Significant variability

§ Each with 8-10 systems (Income support, health, mental 
health, education, early care and education, child welfare, 
juvenile justice, criminal justice, developmental 
disabilities)

§ Specialization

§ Siloed



US Child 
Welfare System

§ Faulty system: polices families rather than supporting 
them

§ Designed to address physical abuse

§ Reality is most interventions are due to neglect



Wisconsin 
Statute 948.21

§ (2) NEGLECT. Any person who is responsible for a 
child's welfare who, through his or her action or failure 
to take action, for reasons other than poverty, 
negligently fails to provide any of the following, so as to 
seriously endanger the physical, mental, or emotional 
health of the child, is guilty of neglect and may be 
penalized as provided in sub. (3):(a) Necessary 
care.(b) Necessary food.(c) Necessary 
clothing.(d) Necessary medical care.(e) Necessary 
shelter.(f) Education in compliance with 
s. 118.15.(g) The protection from exposure to the 
distribution or manufacture of controlled substances, as 
defined in s. 961.01(4), or controlled substance analogs, 
as defined in s. 961.01(4m), or to drug abuse, as defined 
in s. 46.973(1) (b).
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What Impacts Health?

Social 
determinants of 

health







Distinctions between Diversity, Equity and Inclusion

A focus on equity -- by definition -- will move aspirations 
around diversity and inclusion as well.
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In the US, we 
are not a 

learning system

§ Driven by crisis

§ Cyclical

§ Very limited use of evidence base

§ Service led, not needs based



Evolution v. Revolution









Discussion


